
 

SUPPLEMENT 
 

SENTENCE, COLLECT, READINGS & HOMILY 

for today 31 October 2021 
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Sentence 
 

 Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love 
 the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
 and with all your mind, and with all your strength, and you shall 
 love your neighbour as yourself. There is no other 
 commandment greater than these.  

 
Mark 10:29-341  

 

Collect   Prayer of the Week 

  

 God our Father, 

 whose will it is to bring all things to order 

 and unity in our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 may all the peoples of the world, 

 now divided and torn apart by sin, 

 be brought together under his sovereign rule of love; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

NAMBUCCAVALLEYANGLICANS         
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 of the qualities in verse 30: heart, soul, mind, and strength. Thus the 
 relationship between the particular found in Jewish identity and the generality 
 of neighbour is grounded in the very nature of God, who is love, spirit, and 
 the source of life itself (1 John 4:16; John 4:24; Eph. 4:6). 

  Christopher Ringer  Feasting on the Gospels - Mark (p. 839) 
 

Kindle is normally such an easy way to buy a book. This time I had to go to 
Booktopia to order Tillich’s book from 1960, “Love, Power and Justice”. Should 
be good. I will let you know. 
 

 Thus love is not something that is added to justice. Rather, it is already a part 
 of the experience of justice, and injustice is the very denial of love. The 
 commandment to love one’s enemies or those who are socially outcast is not 
 a request for something to be done. Rather, it reveals the personal 
 transgression already experienced, the cultural fabric that segregates, and the 
 political power that dominates. Thus the unity of love, power, and justice 
 constitutes God as the power of life and the structure of human relationships. 

Christopher Ringer  Feasting on the Gospels - Mark (p. 839) 
 

We all hope we can live into our values. We will be held accountable, as the 
scribe would have been after his public encounter with Jesus. One final quote 
from this week’s reading to finish this reflection: 
 

 Loving God entails loving others and upholding justice and dignity for all. One 
 such as the scribe, who derives benefit from existing structures (just like us), 
 may be hard pressed to accept the kingdom’s call.  
 The scribe is not alone in this dilemma. We too know the kingdom’s cost, but 
 are often fearful of paying the price. (How true, how true)  
 To follow Jesus is to share his passion for living the kingdom in concrete ways 
 that inevitably challenge the status quo. Yet it is supremely his example of self
 -giving love that enables us to reach out courageously in sacrificial love of 
 neighbour. As we grow in grace, commitment, and will, we grow in our 
 capacity to love and serve as Jesus commands, and we do so far beyond the 
 walls of our churches. Love turns prayer into action and action into living 
 prayer because, above all, it is love made real that reveals the kingdom. 

Carol Wade  Feasting on the Gospels - Mark (p. 843) (Italic comments are mine).   
 
If we can do this, we might just hear Jesus saying to us,  
 “You are not far from the Kingdom of God”. 
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Collect   Prayer of the Day 
 

 God of peace, 

 you taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved, 

 in quietness and confidence shall be our strength: 

 by the power of your Spirit lift us to your presence, 

 where we may be still and know that you are God; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, for ever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Reading from the Old Testament: Ruth 1:1-18 

 
1  In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the 

 land. So a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife 

 and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab.  
2  The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and 

 the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were 

 Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and 

 lived there.  
3  Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her 

 two sons.  
4  They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the 

 other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years,  
5  both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without 

 her two sons and her husband.  
6  When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the 

 aid of his people by providing food for them, she and her 

 daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there.  

Choosing just two words is not an easy task, but well worth the effort. It is not 
unusual for our values to change over time. People at different stages of life will 
have different perspectives and we are all unique children of God, with our own 
histories, preferences, gifts and baggage. The scribe in our Gospel passage 
wanted to live into his values that Jesus spoke of - loving God and loving 
neighbour (as oneself, a quality rather than a quantity). Should each of us then 
have “love” as a value? In our discussions, many of us did but underneath a 
different word. Maybe we feel “love” is a bit overused at times? (A little bit like 

the Robert Indiana picture called “LOVE”) Maybe we are not quite sure what 
we mean when we say “love’, which can be very sentimental on occasion.  
 

Currently my choice of values is a work in progress. Despite it’s 
overuse, I have selected “Love”. And right now my second value is 
“Justice”. Social Justice has been a guiding light ever since I was able  
to remember and I thank my dad and my mum for instilling within  
me a sense of right and wrong. I like Jiminy Cricket in Pinocchio right 
from the start. 
 

Love has many dimensions and four types according to C S Lewis - Latin ‘Storge’ 
– empathy bond; ‘Philia’ – friend bond; ‘Eros’ – romantic love; and ‘Agape’ – 
unconditional "God" love. It is the last one I strive for in all my human weakness 
compared with God’s constancy. I came across this quote from Paul Tillich in my 
research this week:  
 

 In an effort to untangle Christian love from mere sentimentality, Paul Tillich 
 argues that love is the moving power of life. Love is the drive to unify that 
 which has been separated, divided, or estranged. Love is not merely an 
 abstract principle animating life devoid of emotion; rather, it encompasses all 

Page 2            St James Bowraville  :  St John’s Nambucca Heads  :  Holy Trinity Macksville  :  All Saints Stuarts Point St James Bowraville  :  St John’s Nambucca Heads  :  Holy Trinity Macksville  :  All Saints Stuarts Point          Page 11 



 

St James Bowraville  :  St John’s Nambucca Heads  :  Holy Trinity Macksville  :  All Saints Stuarts Point            Page 3 Page 10          St James Bowraville  :  St John’s Nambucca Heads  :  Holy Trinity Macksville  :  All Saints Stuarts Point 

7  With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she  

 had been living and set out on the road that would take them  

 back to the land of Judah.  
8  Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back, each of 

 you, to your mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, 

 as you have shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me.  
9  May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home 

 of another husband.’ Then she kissed them goodbye and they 

 wept aloud  
10  and said to her, ‘We will go back with you to your people.’  
11  But Naomi said, ‘Return home, my daughters. Why would you 

 come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could 

 become your husbands?  
12  Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another 

 husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me – even if 

 I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons –  
13  would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain 

 unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me 

 than for you, because the Lord ’s hand has turned against me!’  
14  At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-

 law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her.  
15  ‘Look,’ said Naomi, ‘your sister-in-law is going back to her 

 people and her gods. Go back with her.’  
16  But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back 

 from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. 

 Your people will be my people and your God my God.  
17  Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the 

 Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death 

 separates you and me.’  
18  When Naomi realised that Ruth was determined to go with 

 her, she stopped urging her. 

 

 and with all your might. Take to heart these instructions with which I charge 
 you this day. Impress them upon your children. Recite them when you stay at 
 home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up. 
 Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a frontlet between 
 your eyes”. 

Deuteronomy 6:5-8  
 

That’s why Bible Study and Small Groups are so important. They are places 
where it should be safe to “rumble”, to disagree, to learn different views and to 
work out exactly what it is we believe. These places should be safe enough that 
we can truly examine our values, our lives, even our proximity to the Kingdom! 
Someone once said “The un-examined life is not worth living.” We should live 
out of the motivation of love, rather than fear, to examine what are our values, 
how do they fit with Jesus’s reply to the scribe and to check that we are living 
them out. 
 

Brené Brown points us to a result from her research that we do well to heed: 
 

 In our experience, only about 10 percent of organizations have 
 operationalized their values into teachable and observable behaviors that 
 are used to train their employees and hold them accountable. Ten percent.  

  Brown, Brené. Dare to Lead (p. 190) 
 

Brown also goes on to point out that: 
 

 We Can’t Live into Values That We Can’t Name  

 The first step of living into our values is divining what’s most important to us. 
 What is our North Star? What values do we hold most sacred? We can’t 
 work to stay aligned with values when we haven’t spent any time getting 
 curious about, or naming, what we care about most. 

Brown, Brené. Dare to Lead (p. 187) 
 

Living into our values means that we do more than profess our values, we 
practice them. That’s why we must do the hard work to work out what our 
values are. The process is important and enlightening. It has been so helpful to 
be able to do this in a small group (hint!) and be able to think out loud about 
values and hear other people’s values and why they have chosen therm. We 
need to walk our talk - we need to be clear about what we believe and hold 
important, and we have to take care that our intentions, words, thoughts, and 
behaviors all align with those beliefs. 
 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/d-varim-deuteronomy-chapter-6
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Psalm 146 
 
1  Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul: 

  while I live I will praise the Lord; 
2  While I have any being: 

  I will sing praises to my God. 
3  Put not your trust in princes: 

  nor in flesh and blood, which cannot save. 
4  For when their breath goes from them,  

 they return again to the earth: 
  and on that day all their thoughts perish. 
5  Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob: 

  whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6  The God who made heaven and earth: 

  the sea, and all that is in them, 
7  Who keeps faith for ever: 

  who deals justice to those that are oppressed. 
8  The Lord gives food to the hungry: 

  and sets the captives free. 
9  The Lord gives sight to the blind: 

  the Lord lifts up those that are bowed down. 
10  The Lord loves the righteous: 

  the Lord cares for the stranger in the land. 
11  He upholds the widow and the fatherless: 

  as for the way of the wicked, he turns it upside down. 
12  The Lord shall be king for ever: 

  your God, O Zion,  

  shall reign through all generations. 

 

 

 

  

paying taxes and about the resurrection by people who didn’t believe in it. The 
list is exhausting. And amidst all of this Jesus also declined James and John’s 
requests for positions of honour in the Kingdom, healed the blind outcast 
Bartimaeus and triumphally entered Jerusalem. 
 

At first we might be forgiven for thinking it’s another trick question for Jesus. But 
he patiently answers the scribe who shows his true colours when he says, in 
public, “You are right, Teacher . . .” 
 

It is as if the scribe had ten commandments on two stone tablets, along with a 
further 613 commandments in the Torah, and wanted to know which was the 
most important, the first one to guide all the others. What were the values that 
should guide him in all areas of his life. Jesus gave him two - love God and love 
your neighbour - as the lenses to look through on a day to day basis. The scribe 
wanted to know so that he could live out what Jesus said was the most 
important commandment. The scribe was aligned with Jesus and not far from 
the kingdom.  
 

At our most recent “Dare to Lead” book readings, we have been wrestling with 
our values. How does Jesus’s reply to the scribe shape the way we answer the 
BIG question so that we too are aligned with the values of God’s Kingdom: 
 

Do you know, and can you name,  

the two values that guide your life and your living? 
 

The challenge of working out which are your two values is not simply being able 
to say what they are (and that’s not easy!) and even write them on a piece of 
paper, but to truly live them out. The Jewish oral law, a commentary on the 
Torah, the written law, was needed as the community of faith worked out, and 
continues to work out afresh in each new generation, what it means in our daily 
living to fulfill the commandments. 
 

The thing about “Values” is, if you have them, you have to live into them. Or 
they stay just as words on a piece of paper on the wall or tucked into a filing 
cabinet and forgotten about. How we live into them is the challenge, once 
you’ve decided on what your values are. We need someone that we trust to 
hold us to account and tell us when we are not living into our values. There is 
plenty of encouragement in the Old Testament: 
 

 "And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
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Here are is a very important question for all of us:  
 

Do you know, and can you name,  

the two values that guide your life and your living? 
 

I can’t remember ever being asked this 
question in such a direct way and I am 
trying to answer it, as are all the 
leadership team in the parish as we 
continue to read Brené Brown’s book, 
“Dare to Lead”. On page 188 in the 
book is a long list of values, from which 
you are asked to pick two. This is not an 
easy task. Picking 10 or 15 is fairly easy, 
but just two is hard and takes some 
serious effort.  
 

Discussing it at length with two groups this week has 
been fascinating and very helpful as I try to work out 
what are the two values that guide my life, 
 

Examples chosen this week include: Accountability, 
Achievement, Authenticity, Belonging, Connection, 
Creativity, Curiosity, Fairness, Forgiveness, Inclusion, 
Integrity, Justice, Kindness, Knowledge, Love, Order, 
Respect, Self-discipline. The range of values chosen is 
as wide as the breadth of people present, making for 
a diverse team with many differing gifts. Alleluia! 

 
In today’s gospel reading from Mark we have a brief respite from the ongoing 
confrontation as Jesus approaches and enters Jerusalem, when we have a 
question from a scribe who is trying to answer this same question for himself. 
He asks Jesus, “Which commandment is the first of all?” After Jesus answers and 
the scribe responds, aligning himself with Jesus, the scribe is told by Jesus, “You 
are not far from the Kingdom of God”. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to hear Jesus 
say that to you and to me. 
 

Previous to this scene Jesus has been questioned with deliberate provocation 
about divorce, cleansed the temple, had his authority challenged, told the 
parable of the wicked tenants against the temple leaders, was questioned about 
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New Testament Reading:  Heb 9:11-15 

 
11  But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that 

 are now already here, he went through the greater and more 

 perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is 

 to say, is not a part of this creation.  
12  He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 

 but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own 

 blood, so obtaining eternal redemption.  
13  The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 

 sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify 

 them so that they are outwardly clean.  
14  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through 

 the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse 

 our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may 

 serve the living God!  
15  For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that 

 those who are called may receive the promised eternal 

 inheritance – now that he has died as a ransom to set them 

 free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

 

 

 

Gospel of Mark 12: 13-17, 28-34  

 
13  Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus 

 to catch him in his words.  
14  They came to him and said, ‘Teacher, we know that you are a 

 man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay 

 no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God 

 in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the poll-tax to 

 Caesar or not?  
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15  Should we pay or shouldn’t we?’ But Jesus knew their 

 hypocrisy. ‘Why are you trying to trap me?’ he asked. ‘Bring 

 me a denarius and let me look at it.’  
16  They brought the coin, and he asked them, ‘Whose image is 

 this? And whose inscription?’ ‘Caesar’s,’ they replied.  
17  Then Jesus said to them, ‘Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s 

 and to God what is God’s.’ And they were amazed at him.  
28  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them 

 debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, 

 he asked him, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most 

 important?’  
29  ‘The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is this: “Hear, O 

 Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
30  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

 soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”  
31  The second is this: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” There is 

 no commandment greater than these.’  
32  ‘Well said, teacher,’ the man replied. ‘You are right in saying 

 that God is one and there is no other but him.  
33  To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 

 and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as 

 yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 

 sacrifices.’  
34  When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, 

  ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’  

 And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

  

REFLECTION  by Revd Pete                           31st October 2021 – Year B  
 

Mark 12.28-34 – “Which commandment is the first of all?” 
 
Have you ever been somewhere where an organization displays prominently it’s 
“Vision”, it’s “Mission Statement” and it’s “Values”? They hope these words will 
inspire you to work with them. They hope these words might describe what 
they do and how they do it. 
 

Last night I was asked to say prayers before the Nambucca Valley Council 
meeting at their offices here in Macksville. On page one of the Agenda you will 
find these words: 
 

Our Vision  
Nambucca Valley - Living at its best  

Our Mission Statement  
‘The Nambucca Valley will value and protect its natural environment,  

maintain its assets and infrastructure & develop opportunities for its people.’  
Our Values in Delivery  

Professionalism : Accountability : Community Focus :  
Team work : Safety : Value for Money : Leadership 

 

On our website you can find these words: 
 

"We believe that everyone is a person known and loved by God; 

and should be supported to know their intrinsic value, 

and to become the best that God intends for them." 
 

Our Vision Statement is: 
 

“Being the visible presence of Christ in the Community” 
 

So far I haven’t found that we as a Parish profess any particular values. The 
danger in not so much that we don’t display any, but in not having clarity about 
the values we truly hold and are prepared to live by. Otherwise they can be just 
warm and fuzzy words on a poster. As Brené Brown says in her book “Dare to 
Lead”, 

CLEAR IS KIND - UNCLEAR IS UNKIND 
 

When we know what are values are, we will need to be very clear about them, 
so we can be seen to live up to them, not just say them. 


