
The Home Sunday Worship Supplement 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, 9th August 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

As I write this, the sun is 

setting with a magnificent 

bright orange glow upon the 

clouds and a line of birds are 

flying in formation across 

the cloud.  I do hope you saw 

it.  My phone camera didn’t 

do it justice when I tried to 

capture its beauty!  However, 

Ruth saved the day by 

sharing a photo of her magnificent Eucharis Lilies.  What a glorious 

God we have! 

A new date for Bishop Murray’s pastoral visit has been set – Sun 11 

Oct.  Hopefully, Covid-19 restrictions will have been relaxed and we 

will be able to gather for a service and morning tea with him. 

Linda will be recommencing Craft Group on Thursday 13th August in 

the Ministry Centre commencing at 1:00 pm (maintaining social 

distancing requirements of course). 

Thank you to all parishioners who are maintaining your level of 

giving despite the Sunday services not happening.  Op Shop trading 

continues to be strong with the Eftpos system clearly boosting 

income. We have finished the month of July with a healthy profit.  

Our current year earnings are now back in the black, albeit still less 

than what we budgeted.  However, do note that when the Diocese 

ceases their generous support by only drawing down 45% of 

monthly employment costs (and if I go back onto full pay) then our 

monthly balance may well go back into the negative, so we need to 

keep up our giving while we can.  

Rev Clyde  
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Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22 
 

1 O give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name: 

tell among the peoples what things he has done. 
2 Sing to him, O sing praises: 

and be telling of all his marvellous works. 
3 Exult in his holy name: 

and let those that seek the Lord be joyful in heart. 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength: 

O seek his face continually. 
5 Call to mind what wonders he has done: 

his marvellous acts, and the judgements of his mouth, 
6 O seed of Abraham his servant: 

O children of Jacob his chosen one. 
16 Then he called down a famine on the land: 

and destroyed the bread that was their stay. 
17 But he had sent a man ahead of them: 

Joseph who was sold into slavery, 
18 Whose feet they fastened with fetters: 

and thrust his neck into a hoop of iron. 
19 Till the time that his words proved true: 

he was tested by the 

Lord’s command. 
20 Then the king sent and loosed 

him: 

the ruler of nations set him 

free; 
21 He made him master of his 

household: 

and ruler over all his 

possessions, 
22 To rebuke his officers at will: 

and to teach his 

counsellors wisdom. 
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Matthew 14:22-36 

22 Immediately Jesus 

made the disciples get 

into the boat and go on 

ahead of him to the other 

side, while he dismissed 

the crowd. 23 After he 

had dismissed them, he 

went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, 

he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable 

distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was 

against it. 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking 

on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, 

they were terrified. ‘It’s a ghost,’ they said, and cried out in 

fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage! It is 

I. Don’t be afraid.’ 28 ‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to 

come to you on the water.’ 29 ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got 

down out of the boat, walked on the water and came towards 

Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning 

to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ 31 Immediately Jesus reached 

out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why 

did you doubt?’ 32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind 

died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshipped him, 

saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’ 34 When they had crossed 

over, they landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that 

place recognised Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding 

country. People brought all who were ill to him 36 and begged 

him to let those who were ill just touch the edge of his cloak, 

and all who touched it were healed. 
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Reflection on Matthew 14:22-36 
From Rev Clyde 

 

I am not a strong swimmer!  So, when at sea as a Navy Chaplain, I 

had to trust in faith that the ship would not sink. (Possibly not the best 

bet considering Navy ships exist to fight and sink one another!)  

Our passage for today is speaking about faith - the faith by which we 

respond to Jesus and subsequently live as Christians.   

It is thought that this miracle when Jesus walked upon the water was 

preparation for the disciples, and the early church, to go out into the 

world without Jesus where they would encountered ‘rough seas’ in 

the form of opposition and persecution. 

After the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000 that we examined last 

week, Jesus sent the disciples out in a boat to cross the Sea of Galilee.  

As can so often happen on land-locked waters, the winds came up 

and whipped up waves that buffeted the boat. Also, the winds were 

headwinds against the boat, so the disciples were not able to make 

way towards the land. 

I wonder if they might have been experiencing feelings of terror and 

abandonment by Jesus?  Certainly, we are told that they experienced 

terror when, during the night, they saw Jesus walking on the water 

towards them.  Their first reaction was that they were seeing a ghost! 

Jesus spoke words of encouragement to them, just as he does to us 

today.  “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  Peter initially did not 

trust this, saying ‘if it is really you …’ provide me with proof.  Jesus 

responded, “Come”, and Peter took Jesus at his word!  Without 

hesitation, Peter stepped overboard and began walking on the water! 
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But, when Peter saw how furious the wind and waves were, he 

became distracted.  He took his eyes off Jesus and began to doubt.  

The result was that he began to sink into the water, and he had to cry 

out to Jesus who immediately reached out and saved him.  And then 

follows the point of this lesson for Peter and the other disciples: Jesus 

rebuked Peter for doubting Jesus and not having enough faith. 

Now, what is it in which Peter, and the other disciples, lacked faith? 

For peter, it was not that he could not walk on water.  So long as he 

kept his eyes on Jesus and had faith in him, he was quite safe and able 

to do so.  But the moment he began to doubt, he began to sink. 

Now there are two lessons here for us, as well as Peter and the 

disciples in the boat.  The analogy for us is of the church today being 

the ‘boat on the stormy seas of life’ where it is easy to lose our 

bearings. 

We seek to be faithful followers.  We strive to live the gospel - to 

give ourselves to love and good works.  We are sailing along when a 

tempest hits – cancer diagnosis, loss of employment, relationship 

ruptured, a loved one dies – or a COVID-19 pandemic locks us down 

and kills hundreds.  Life brings storms! 

Peter and the other disciples in the boat did not have faith that Jesus 

was with them in the storm. They thought that they were out at sea 

alone.  Likewise, we sometimes question whether Jesus is with us as 

we navigate life’s storms.  

Nevertheless, even in the storms of life, we can have faith that Jesus 

is with us within the storm.  As we are buffeted by life, Jesus comes 

as a compassionate companion who understands our terrors, grieves 
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for our suffering, and sustains our spirit in the midst of the storm.  He 

brings to us the peace of God. 

Secondly, we are encouraged to have faith in Jesus’ word.  Peter 

initially trusted Jesus’ word and was fine.  But when he became 

distracted by the waves he began to doubt and began to sink, causing 

him to cry out to Jesus who reached out and saved him. 

Christian faith requires us to take Jesus at his word – believing what 

he tells us through the bible and the Holy Spirit and trusting in his 

word.  This faith is not based on how we feel, or the circumstances in 

which we find ourselves.  True faith does not allow the waves and 

currents of worldly opinion, or of temptation, to cause us to deviate 

from our course.  We are to trust despite all the evidence to the 

contrary.   

True faith enables us to 

weather the dark times of life - 

the times when we cannot see a 

light ahead.  Storms may 

endure – faith cannot prevent 

it. Jesus does not promise to 

help us walk on water.  Rather, 

he promises to be a 

compassionate companion with 

us in the boat while navigating the storm.  And we can have faith that 

even when we get into difficult situations, we can cry out to Jesus in 

confidence that he will support us.   
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Charles Spurgeon, writing on faith, wrote these words, ‘It is glorious 

to be so far out on the ocean of Divine love, believing in God, and 

steering for Heaven straight away, by the direction of the Word of 

God.’ 

Questions that we might ask ourselves today are these: 

• What is distracting me from keeping my eyes on Jesus? 

• Do I struggled to trust Jesus through life’s trials – such as this 

COVID-19 pandemic? 

• Am I assured that he is with me in the storms as a compassionate 

companion? 

 

Amen. 

 

 

Collect 
Mighty God and ruler of all creation, 

give new strength to our faith, 

that we may recognise your presence 

even when all hope seems lost. 

Help us to face all trials with serenity 

as we walk with Christ through the stormy seas of life 

and come at the last to your eternal peace. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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They cried out in fear, but Jesus spoke to them and 

said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 

Matthew 14.26–27 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The next Home Supplement 
Will be Sunday 16th August – Eleventh Sunday after 

Pentecost.  
Keep an eye on your email on Thursday. ! 


