
 

SUPPLEMENT 
 

SENTENCE, COLLECT, READINGS & HOMILY 

for today 17 October 2021 
TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Sentence 
 

 The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,  

 and to give his life as a ransom for many.  

Mark 10.45 
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 Jesus spoke to His disciples telling them of his death and 
resurrection. 

 In John 11:25  Jesus said to Martha before he raised Lazarus from 
the dead, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die”, 

 Then He asked the disciples the question, “Do you believe this?”  

 He asks the very same question to us.  Friends, the resurrection of 
Jesus is the key foundation in the Christian faith. 

 When we make the decision to accept Christ and His forgiveness 
into our lives and believing in His resurrection, because He lives, we 
will also live in him now and evermore. 

 Now it is up to us as His servants to live out the Gospel and, to 
quote St Francis, “Use words if we have to.” 

 Amen. 

 

 

Brian Pade 
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Collect   Prayer of the Week 

 

 Almighty God, 

 Your Son has opened for us 

  a new and living way into your presence: 

 give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 

 to worship you in Spirit and in truth; 

  through the same Jesus our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 

Collect   Prayer of the Day 
 

 God of unchangeable power, 

 when the heaven and earth were made, 

 the morning stars sang together 

 and the host of heaven shouted for joy: 

  open our eyes to the wonders of creation 

 and teach us to use all things for good,  

  to the honour of your glorious name; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with you  

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, for ever and ever.   

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Most business organisations and institutions these days measure 
greatness by high personal achievement, climbing the ladder of self 
importance and self interest. 

 In Christ’s kingdom, however, service to others is the way to ‘get 
ahead.’  The desire to be on top will hinder, not help.  Rather than 
seeking to have our needs met, look for ways that we can minister to 
the needs of others.  Jesus said in verse 45 of today’s gospel, for even 
“He did not come to be served, but to serve and give His life as a 
ransom for many.” 

 This reveals not only the motive for Jesus’ ministry, but also the 
basis of our salvation.  In the introduction I posed the question  - why 
would God bother to do anything about the human race? -  when 
they ignored Him, rebelled against Him and chose to live their lives 
there own way completely independent of Him, they didn’t want a 
bar of Him. 

 It’s about the flaw in us, the things we do wrong, or as the bible 
puts it, the sin in our lives.  None of us are perfect. 

 God, out of His amazing agape love for us made a way for us to 
get out of this mess and come back to him.  AGAPE love is an 
attitude of awe and wonder, eagerness, jaw dropping, mouth-wide-
open-love.  Even these words cannot fully describe God’s love for His 
people and his yearning for His people to come back to Him.  He 
paid a ransom for us, one that we could not pay ourselves - with 
good works, money, living by rules, earning brownie points - not 
anything. 

 God chose to send His son Jesus to call us back to Him, with a 
free offer to be forgiven, and return to a new living relationship with 
Him.  The decision is up to us to accept Him or not. 

 In John 14:6 Jesus said  “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No 
one comes to the father except through me”.  He is the only way. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

Reading from the Old Testament: Job 38:1-7, 34-41 

 
1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
2 ‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
3 Gird up your loins like a man, 

  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
4 ‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

  Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5 Who determined its measurements - surely you know! 

  Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 On what were its bases sunk, 

  or who laid its cornerstone 
7 when the morning stars sang together 

  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
34 ‘Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 

  so that a flood of waters may cover you? 
35 Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go 

  and say to you, “Here we are”? 
36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts,  

  or given understanding to the mind?  
37 Who has the wisdom to number the clouds? 

  Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 
38 when the dust runs into a mass 

  and the clods cling together? 
39 ‘Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 

  or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 
40 when they crouch in their dens, 

  or lie in wait in their covert? 
41 Who provides for the raven its prey, 

 when its young ones cry to God, 

  and wander about for lack of food? 

the Messiah, as they thought the Messiah would be a conquering 
mighty king to get rid of the Romans. 

 He spoke to them of resurrection, but they heard only his words 
about death. 

 Because Jesus often spoke in parables, the disciples may have 
thought that His words on death and resurrection were just another 
parable they weren’t astute enough to understand.  The Gospels 
include Jesus predictions of His death and resurrection to show that 
these events were God’s plan from the beginning, not accidents. 

 Now, in the middle of all of this John and James were seeking, as I 
put it, for a promotion to front row seats, say in the corporate box 
for the grand final.  They asked Jesus to do for them whatever they 
asked.  A bit brazen I thought as they requested honoured places in 
His kingdom, before anyone else. 

 Jesus in His loving manner didn’t get angry or ridicule them, but 
replied, “You do not know what you are asking.”  Jesus had just 
explained to them what was going to happen to Him and they didn’t 
cotton on to what he said and the reality of His death and 
resurrection.  They wanted a special favour, the rest went straight 
over their heads. 

 Jesus denied their request knowing that they would pay a big price, 
when He asked them could they drink the cup He was about to 
drink, or be baptised with the baptism He was baptised with.  James 
and John answered “Yes we can”,  not realising the price they would 
eventually pay.  Both did suffer ; James died a martyr when he was 
beheaded and John would have suffered greatly when exiled to the 
Isle of Patmos till his death.  James and John wanted the highest 
positions in Jesus’ kingdom, but Jesus told them that true greatness 
comes in serving others. 
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Psalm 104: 1-10, 26 
 

1  Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
  O Lord my God, how great you are! 
2  Clothed with majesty and honour: 
  wrapped in light as in a garment. 
3  You have stretched out the heavens like a tent-cloth: 
  and laid the beams of your dwelling upon their waters; 
4  You make the clouds your chariot: 
  and ride upon the wings of the wind; 
5  You make the winds your messengers: 
  and flames of fire your ministers; 
6  You have set the earth on its foundations: 
  so that it shall never be moved. 
7  The deep covered it as with a mantle: 
  the waters stood above the hills. 
8  At your rebuke they fled: 
  at the voice of your thunder they hurried away; 
9  They went up to the mountains, they went down by the valleys: 
  to the place which you had appointed for them. 
10  You fixed a limit which they may not pass: 
  they shall not return again to cover the earth. 
26  Lord, how various are your works: 
  in wisdom you have made them all,  

  and the earth is full of your creatures. 

 

 

New Testament Reading:  Heb 5:1-10 
 

1  Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge  

 of things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and 

 sacrifices for sins.  

even what God may expect of us, we cannot do any of it on our 
own.  Life and living are in Him, and in no other. 

 Rules will never give us the answer to the deep questions of the 
heart, and they will never LOVE you 

 Life is all about relationships with God and others.  Can I hear the 
two great commandments coming in here?  We are not to look for 
rules and principles but only for a relationship, of coming to be one 
with Jesus Christ. 

 Jesus knew of their plot to kill him, so he took the twelve disciples 
aside and told them what was going to happen to Him. 

 His death and resurrection should have come as no surprise to 
the disciples.  He clearly explained to them what was going to 
happen.  Unfortunately they didn’t really hear him saying that he was 

Jesus rebukes the Pharisees 



 

St James Bowraville  :  St John’s Nambucca Heads  :  Holy Trinity Macksville  :  All Saints Stuarts Point            Page 5 

 We have a glimpse of His love for us, when we look at our own 
family relationships, where we have children that we love and care 
for and set them up for a future to go out and live their own lives. 

 Some parents fail miserably in this, but the majority give their all 
for their kids. God gave up His Son  -  would we ? ? ? ? 

 We can understand love from our point of view, but God’s love 
for us is so much more amazing and overwhelming that He is 
prepared to give up His son that we can be reconciled and forgiven. 

 Two thousand years ago after centuries of history and prophesy of 
the coming of the Messiah, he arrived that Christmas - Christ the 
child - He grew up and at the age of about thirty he began His 
ministry.  He called twelve disciples and went about teaching in the 
Synagogues, healing the sick, raising the dead, preaching to people in 
the countryside, reaching out to many in need, serving and caring for 
the multitudes, and most of all calling people to turn back to God 
and seek forgiveness for where they have failed God and each other. 

 As multitudes believed and followed Jesus the scribes and 
pharisees became more and more jealous and, afraid of losing the 
people, they set out to get rid of Him, to kill Him, no matter what. 

 The scribes and Pharisees were the elite ruling class, who followed 
religious rules and laws, (over 600 laws).  They believed they were 
the way to believe and follow, but Jesus rebuked them.  He came to 
challenge their interpretation of the law, to fufill the law and go 
beyond it, teaching the way of Gods grace, love and forgiveness. 

 Jesus was a big threat to them.  He turned their traditions and laws 
completely upside down. 

 The bible doesn’t teach us to follow rules, traditions or customs.  It 
is a picture of Jesus.  While words may tell us what God is like and 
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2  He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward,  

 since he himself is subject to weakness;  
3  and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins  

 as well as for those of the people.  
4  And one does not presume to take this honour, but takes it  

 only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 
5  So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, 

 but was appointed by the one who said to him, 

  ‘You are my Son, 

     today I have begotten you’; 
6  as he says also in another place, 

  ‘You are a priest for ever, 

     according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 
7  In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

 supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was  

 able to save him from death, and he was heard because of  

 his reverent submission.  
8  Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through  

 what he suffered;  
9  and having been made perfect, he became the source of  

 eternal salvation for all who obey him,  
10  having been designated by God a high priest according to  

 the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Gospel of Mark 10:32-45 
32  They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 

 walking ahead of them; they were amazed, and those who 

 followed were afraid. He took the twelve aside again and began 

 to tell them what was to happen to him,  
33  saying,  

  ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will  

  be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they 
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  will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to 

  the Gentiles; 34 they will mock him, and spit upon him, and  

  flog him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise again.’ 
35  James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and 

 said to him,  

  ‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’  
36  And he said to them,  

  ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’  
37  And they said to him,  

  ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left,  

  in your glory.’  
38  But Jesus said to them,  

  ‘You do not know what you are asking.  Are you able to  

  drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the  

  baptism that I am baptized with?’  
39  They replied,  

  ‘We are able.’  

 Then Jesus said to them,  

  ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism  

  with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but to sit at 

  my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for 

  those for whom it has been prepared.’ 
41  When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with  

 James and John.  
42  So Jesus called them and said to them,  

  ‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they   

  recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great  

  ones are tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so among you;  

  but whoever wishes to become great among you must  

  be your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you 

  must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be  

  served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 

Homily  Jesus Predicts His Death the Third Time 

 

 We have just heard the Gospel reading of Jesus telling His disciples 
and other followers about his coming death and resurrection.  He 
said we are going up to Jerusalem where the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law.   They will 
condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles, who 
will mock him and spit on Him, flog him and kill him, and anything 
else they can think of.  Three days later he will rise. 

 Are you game enough to put yourself in the place of Jesus in this 
situation?  Here was this man totally innocent of any crime a man of 
truth, honesty, integrity, compassion and love for people. would 
shudder at the thought of the humiliation of the mocking, jeering and 
laughing of the mob at me let alone the feeling of wet slimy spit 
running down my face, then to be flogged with a cat-of-nine tails, that 
tear the flesh off the body.  Then the final cruel callous, calculated act 
to be man handled and brutally nailed with spikes through my hands 
and feet to a wooden cross. 

 I cannot comprehend how anyone could carry out such an act, but 
I guess even today there are many prepared to do similar.  

 Only recently the Taliban announced that executions and 
amputations are to be resumed.  Afghanistan is a train wreck. 

 Well here was this man Jesus, no ordinary man, BUT God in the 
flesh.  Why would God do this? Come into the world and lay himself 
bare to the people of the world.  Why would he bother to do such a 
thing, reaching out to us?  Reaching out to a rebellious obstinate, 
independent people who only want their own way.  He came in the 
name of Jesus, His one and only Son to reach out in grace and love, 
the only way a God of love, peace and compassion knows how to 
touch the lives of people and draw them back to himself. 


