
The Home Sunday Worship Supplement 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, 26th July 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

Please join with me in congratulating Sue Noble who has now been 

licenced as LLM Category 2.  Well done Sue, and thank you for your 

grace filled ministry. 

Bishop Murray has postponed his pastoral visit (that was to have 

occurred on 16 Aug) to a later date in the year. 

Now for some exciting news! History is being made. Bishop-in-

Council met last week and has approved combining Macksville and 

Nambucca Heads parishes to form the Parish of Nambucca Valley. 

The new parish becomes effective from 1 Jan 2021. An Interim 

Parish Council consisting of myself, the existing Churchwardens 

and any Locums in place at that time will guide the parish from 1 

Jan 2021 until the AGM to be held in February 2021. We will 

provide further information over the months to come. 

Rector’s leave.  I have applied to take leave 28th Aug to 23rd Sep 

inclusive.  LLMs will lead the Wednesday Worship & Bible Study 

using Morning Prayer (APBA p.19) and will continue to produce the 

Sunday Home Worship Supplement 

during this period.  

The camellias pictured today are from 

Beryl’s garden.  Would you believe that 

they are off the same bush?  Yes, it bears 

both of these beautiful large, and 

different coloured blooms. 

Wishing you every blessing. 

Please keep safe. 

Rev Clyde  
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Psalm 105:1-11 
 

1 O give thanks to the Lord and 

call upon his name: 

tell among the peoples what 

things he has done. 
2 Sing to him, O sing praises: 

and be telling of all his 

marvellous works. 
3 Exult in his holy name: 

and let those that seek the 

Lord be joyful in heart. 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength: 

O seek his face continually. 
5 Call to mind what wonders he has done: 

his marvellous acts, and the judgements of his mouth, 
6 O seed of Abraham his servant: 

O children of Jacob his chosen one. 
7 For he is the Lord our God: 

and his judgements are in all the earth. 
8 He has remembered his covenant for ever: 

the word that he ordained for a thousand generations, 
9 The covenant that he made with Abraham: 

the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
10 And confirmed it to Jacob as a statute: 

to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
11 Saying ‘I will give you the land of Canaan: 

to be the portion of your inheritance’, 
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Matt 13:44-53 

44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 

When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went 

and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 ‘Again, the kingdom 

of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he 

found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he 

had and bought it. 47 ‘Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of 

fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. 

Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but 

threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. 

The angels will come and separate the wicked from the 

righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 ‘Have you understood 

all these things?’ Jesus asked. ‘Yes,’ they replied. 52 He said to 

them, ‘Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a 

disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house 

who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as 

old.’ 53 When Jesus had finished these parables, he moved on 

from there.  

 

Reflection on Matt 13.44-53 
From Rev Clyde 

 

In our reading for today, Jesus continues his teaching on the 

kingdom of heaven.  He indicates that the kingdom of heaven is 

a thing of great value and finding our way into the kingdom is 



4 
 

worth far more than anything else.  It is something worth giving 

up all to attain, and it is something worth persevering to retain. 

The first of the three parables in today’s passage tells a story in 

which a man ploughing a field stumbles across buried treasure.  

In ancient times there were no Savings Banks, so people would 

hide treasure in the ground.  (With the financial impacts of 

COVID-19, you may be feeling like doing that today!      ) 

Note that in both of these parables, the finder gave up everything 

else in order to attain the treasure.  Both ploughman and 

merchant had to sell all they possessed to purchase their precious 

find – the treasure. The parables stress the incalculable value of 

the Kingdom of Heaven and the cost of gaining it.   

In the final parable, The Parable of the Net, Jesus turns his 

attention specifically to the church and presents an image of 

sorting what is and what is not of the kingdom. The day will 

come at the final consummation of the kingdom when God will 

make his final separation of the righteous (the good fish) and the 

wicked as illustrated by the parable. But meanwhile God’s 

divine, kingly reign as proclaimed and inaugurated by Jesus’ 

life, ministry, death and resurrection, and the subsequent 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit into the world has been 

established. 

In his conclusion to the message in these three parables Jesus 

makes reference to scribes, the teachers of the Jewish law, who 

have also received Jesus’ teaching.  He affirms the good in 
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Judaism (the old treasure) but challenges the parts of ritual law 

that create barriers to fully receiving the new treasure – the 

kingdom of heaven. 

Likewise, Jesus has not come to erase all that we gained in life 

before meeting him – he comes to enrich our experiences. For 

this to occur, a sorting is required. To possess the treasure fully, 

we need to change to ensure that there is nothing hindering our 

way of thinking, feeling, and behaving from gradually becoming 

conformed to the will of God – that is, whether we are growing 

into the full stature of the likeness of Christ.  

What do we need to give up in order to possess the treasure?  

Perhaps we find self-justification in criticizing other’s faults, 

enjoy the adrenaline rush of arguments, or resist truly life-giving 

reciprocal relationships of mutual help and service?  Do we 

accept injustices?  Are our hearts closed to compassion?  Do we 

think only of our own self-gratification and gain rather than what 

might benefit humanity and God’s creation as a whole? 

The grace of God in Christ is seeking to change us so that we 

may find and possess the Kingdom of Heaven both in this life 

and in the life after death.  Whilst it is yet to come fully among 

us, the Kingdom of Heaven established through God’s 

unrestrained grace is already present in those willing to act 

justly, love kindness, and walk humbly (Micah 6:8).  
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You and I can find this treasure if we open our hearts to the 

working of the Holy Spirit and determine to practice loving care, 

consideration, and compassion.  

‘Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 

thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 

everlasting.’ Psalm 139:23 

 

 

Collect 
O God, the fount of wisdom, 

you have revealed to us in Christ 

 the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price: 

grant us your Spirit’s gift of discernment, 

that, in the midst of the things of this world, 

we may learn to value the priceless worth of your 

kingdom, and be ready to renounce all else 

for the sake of the precious gift you offer. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8.38–39 
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The next Home Supplement 
Will be Sunday 2nd August – Ninth 

Sunday after Pentecost.  
Keep an eye on your email on Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rules for those resuming worship in the church: 

Stay home if you are sick, even if your symptoms are minor. 

Avoid touching your mouth, eyes, and nose with unwashed (or 

gloved) hands. 

Regularly clean your hands thoroughly for at least 20 seconds 

using soap and water, or alcohol based hand rub. 

When you cough and sneeze cover your nose and mouth with a 

tissue or a flexed elbow. Put tissues in a bin. 

Avoid close contact with anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms. 

Stay 1.5 metres away from others (two arms-length). 

Seek medical advice if you have a fever, cough, sore throat or 

shortness of breath (call your doctor or healthdirect on 1800 022 

222). 

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/symptoms-and-testing
tel:1800022222
tel:1800022222
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Notes  


